
Friendship is Golden 
Sarah K. Simon (A New Friend) 

 

We all know quaint quotes, truthful tunes, and sweet sayings about friendship. One such adage 

has stuck with me since my time as a Girl Scout. Many years later, I can tell you that there is much truth 

to the old song.  

“Make new friends, but keep the old. One is silver and the other gold.” 

 The Cloquet Public Library is an old and gold friend to me. I moved to town when I was seven 

and used to walk to the library with a wagon to carry all my treasures home. These days, I’m still a 

frequent patron. I don’t drag a wagon but I sure do fill my book bag. 

At the last book sale, I heard the volunteers talk about joining the Friends of the Cloquet Public 

library. I’ve heard of the group but really didn’t feel the urge to come in to restock books or set up the 

library sales. But this time I heard something a bit different in the message. I learned there were many 

different ways to join and participate.  

Each of us have our own interests, strengths, and talents. Some of us may have extra time, others 

may have extra money. What all the Friends of the Cloquet Public Library have in common is the desire 

to support and enrich the local community. Friends wish to do their part by being ambassadors to the 

work of the library and to lead by example.  

I’ve found a place with the Friends to fulfil my own desire to be a friend and make new friends. 

We’d all love for you to join our crusade in any big or little effort, time, or funds you can spare. It’s 

rewarding, it’s fun, and it’s important. So, how can you contribute? 

• Do you love arts? Crafts? Fun? Volunteer for our Annual Art and Craft Sale! 

• Do you like organizing? Want to see what others are reading? Volunteer to help re-shelve 

books and/or set up the library book sales! 

• How about writing? Good with grammar? Join our volunteer group writing for the 

newsletter, newspaper, website and more!  



• Are you good with money? Sales? Do you have ideas on how to earn money to support 

our library? Help us fundraise!  

• Are your thumbs green? Do you enjoy working outdoors? Join our volunteers in keeping 

the gardens and grounds growing! 

• History buff? Research Guru? We need you! Volunteer to help in genealogy projects! 

 

If none of the above appeals to you, don’t despair. There are plenty of other opportunities not 

listed above. We would be thrilled to hear about your ideas and abilities. There is also the option to join 

by donation. Funds received support the library, the Friends of the Library, and events such as: Legacy 

Events, Story Telling for Adults, Book Club, Children’s Programs, Book Signings, Teen Activities, and 

much more.  

 The Friends of the Cloquet Public Library have been supporting the community since 1961 

(golden friends indeed!) as a volunteer, non-profit, tax exempt organization operating under the umbrella 

of the Cloquet Shaw Memorial Library, Inc., a 501 (c) 3 tax exempt corporation.  

We are always looking for new friends to help us grow and do more and more. Though I am a 

new and silver friend supporting the library, I know that my experiences with volunteering will blossom 

into golden relationships, rewards, and of course….Friendship. 

 

For more information on joining, volunteering and donating please: 

• Visit the Cloquet Public Library Facebook Page 

• Visit the Cloquet Public Library Website 

• Contact Librarian Beth Sorenson: 218-879-1531 

• Contact Friend Pat Brandstaetter:  218-348-9992 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/cloquet.library/
http://www.cloquetlibrary.org/

